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with not more than 500 employees at
the time the adversary proceeding was
initiated.

(c) Factors to be considered. In deter-
mining the eligibility of an applicant:

(1) An applicant who owns an unin-
corporated business shall be considered
as an individual rather than a sole
owner of an unincorporated business if
the issues on which he or she prevailed
are related to personal interests rather
than to business interests.

(2) An applicant’s net worth includes
the value of any assets disposed of for
the purpose of meeting an eligibility
standard and excludes the value of any
obligations incurred for this purpose.
Transfers of assets or obligations in-
curred for less than reasonably equiva-
lent value will be presumed to have
been made for this purpose.

(3) The net worth of a financial insti-
tution shall be established by the net
worth information reported in con-
formity with applicable instructions
and guidelines on the financial institu-
tion’s financial report to its super-
visory agency for the last reporting
date before the initiation of the adver-
sary proceeding. A bank holding com-
pany’s net worth will be considered on
a consolidated basis even if the bank
holding company is not required to file
its regulatory reports to the Board on
a consolidated basis.

(4) The employees of an applicant in-
clude all those persons who were regu-
larly providing services for remunera-
tion for the applicant, under its direc-
tion and control, on the date the adver-
sary proceeding was initiated. Part-
time employees are counted on a pro-
portional basis.

(5) The net worth and number of em-
ployees of the applicant and all of its
affiliates shall be aggregated to deter-
mine eligibility. As used in this sub-
part, affiliates are: Individuals, corpora-
tions, and entities that directly or in-
directly or acting through one or more
entities control at least 25% of the vot-
ing shares of the applicant, and cor-
porations and entities of which the ap-
plicant directly or indirectly owns or
controls at least 25% of the voting
shares. The Board may determine, in
light of the actual relationship among
the affiliated entities, that aggregation
with regard to one or more of the appli-

cant’s affiliates would be unjust and
contrary to the purposes of this sub-
part and decline to aggregate the net
worth and employees of such affiliate;
alternatively, the Board may deter-
mine that financial relationships of the
applicant other than those described in
this paragraph constitute special cir-
cumstances that would make an award
unjust.

§ 263.104 Application for awards.
(a) Time to file. An application and

any other pleading or document related
to the application may be filed with
the Board whenever the applicant has
prevailed in the proceeding within 30
days after service of the final order of
the Board disposing of the proceeding.

(b) Contents. An application for an
award of fees and expenses under this
subpart shall contain:

(1) The name of the applicant and an
identification of the proceeding;

(2) A showing that the applicant has
prevailed, and an identification of the
way in which the applicant believes
that the position of the Board in the
proceeding was not substantially justi-
fied;

(3) If the applicant is not an individ-
ual, a statement of the number of its
employees on the date the proceeding
was initiated;

(4) A description of any affiliated in-
dividuals or entities, as defined in
§ 263.103(c)(5), or a statement that none
exist;

(5) A declaration that the applicant,
together with any affiliates, had a net
worth not more than the maximum set
forth in § 263.103(b) as of the date the
proceeding was initiated, supported by
a net worth statement conforming to
the requirements of § 263.105;

(6) A statement of the amount of fees
and expenses for which an award is
sought conforming to § 263.107; and

(7) Any other matters that the appli-
cant wishes the Board to consider in
determining whether and in what
amount an award should be made.

(c) Verification. The application shall
be signed by the applicant or an au-
thorized officer of or attorney for the
applicant. It shall also contain or be
accompanied by a written verification
under oath or under penalty of perjury
that the information provided in the
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application and supporting documents
is true and correct.

(d) Service. The application and relat-
ed documents shall be served on all
parties to the adversary proceeding in
accordance with § 263.11, except that
statements of net worth shall be served
only on counsel for the Board.

(e) Presiding officer. Upon receipt of
an application, the Board shall, if fea-
sible, refer the matter to the adminis-
trative law judge who heard the under-
lying adversary proceeding.

§ 263.105 Statement of net worth.
(a) General rule. A statement of net

worth shall be filed with the applica-
tion for an award of fees. The state-
ment shall reflect the net worth of the
applicant and all affiliates of the appli-
cant, as specified in § 263.103(c)(5). In all
cases, the administrative law judge or
the Board may call for additional in-
formation needed to establish the ap-
plicant’s net worth as of the initiation
of the proceeding.

(b) Contents. (1) Except as otherwise
provided herein, the statement of net
worth may be in any form convenient
to the applicant which fully discloses
all the assets and liabilities of the ap-
plicant and all the assets and liabilities
of its affiliates, as of the time of the
initiation of the adversary adjudica-
tion. Unaudited financial statements
are acceptable for individual applicants
as long as the statement provides a re-
liable basis for evaluation, unless the
administrative law judge or the Board
otherwise requires. Financial state-
ments or reports filed with or reported
to a Federal or State agency, prepared
before the initiation of the adversary
proceeding for other purposes, and ac-
curate as of a date not more than three
months prior to the initiation of the
proceeding, shall be acceptable in es-
tablishing net worth as of the time of
the initiation of the proceeding, unless
the administrative law judge or the
Board otherwise requires.

(2) In the case of applicants or affili-
ates that are not banks, net worth
shall be considered for the purposes of
this subpart to be the excess of total
assets over total liabilities, as of the
date the underlying proceeding was ini-
tiated, except as adjusted under
§ 263.103(c)(5). The net worth of a bank

holding company shall be considered on
a consolidated basis. Assets and liabil-
ities of individuals shall include those
beneficially owned.

(3) If the applicant or any of its affili-
ates is a bank, the portion of the state-
ment of net worth which relates to the
bank shall consist of a copy of the
bank’s last Consolidated Report of Con-
dition and Income filed before the ini-
tiation of the adversary adjudication.
Net worth shall be considered for the
purposes of this subpart to be the total
equity capital (or, in the case of mu-
tual savings banks, the total surplus
accounts) as reported, in conformity
with applicable instructions and guide-
lines, on the bank’s Consolidated Re-
port of Condition and Income filed for
the last reporting date before the initi-
ation of the proceeding.

(c) Statement confidential. Unless oth-
erwise ordered by the Board or required
by law, the statement of net worth
shall be for the confidential use of the
Board, counsel for the Board, and the
administrative law judge.

§ 263.106 Measure of awards.
(a) General rule. Awards shall be

based on rates customarily charged by
persons engaged in the business of act-
ing as attorneys, agents, and expert
witnesses, provided that no award
under this subpart for the fee of an at-
torney or agent shall exceed $75 per
hour. No award to compensate an ex-
pert witness shall exceed the highest
rate at which the Board pays expert
witnesses. An award may include the
reasonable expenses of the attorney,
agent, or expert witness as a separate
item, if the attorney, agent, or expert
witness ordinarily charges clients sepa-
rately for such expenses.

(b) Determination of reasonableness of
fees. In determining the reasonableness
of the fee sought for an attorney,
agent, or expert witness, subject to the
limits set forth above, the administra-
tive law judge shall consider the fol-
lowing:

(1) If the attorney, agent, or expert
witness is in private practice, his or
her customary fee for like services;

(2) The prevailing rate for similar
services in the community in which the
attorney, agent, or expert witness ordi-
narily performs services;
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